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Shabbona  Lake 


THE  AREA 


Shabbona  Lake  State  Recreational  Area  is  a 
1,550  acre  recreational  complex  located  Va  mile 
south  of  the  Village  of  Shabbona,  near  Route  30. 
It  is  situated  in  a  glacial  moraine  area  which 
gives  the  site  its  characteristic  rolling 
topography. 


THE  HISTORY 

This  site  is  located  in  an  area  rich  in  history.  The 
park  was  originally  the  home  of  Indians,  until 
they  signed  a  treaty  in  1844  and  vacated  the 
land.  The  most  famous  of  these  Indians  was 
Chief  Shabbona,  from  whom  the  park  derives  its 
name.  The  earliest  major  pioneer  settlement  in 
the  county  was  in  Shabbona  Grove,  located  at 
the  southeast  edge  of  the  park.  The  area  of  the 
park  itself  was  homesteaded  as  farmland  and  re¬ 
mained  that  way  until  acquisition  was  initiated 
by  the  Department  of  Conservation.  In  1965,  a 
bill  was  introduced  by  the  late  State  Senator 
Dennis  J.  Collins  providing  money  for  a  feasibili¬ 
ty  study  to  develop  a  lake  and  recreational  area 
in  DeKalb  County.  In  1967  the  Shabbona  site 
was  selected  and  plans  were  initiated.  Land  ac¬ 
quisition  began  in  July,  1969  and  by  1978  ac¬ 
quisition  was  complete. 


THE  DEVELOPMENT 

In  1973,  initial  development  began  with  a  lake 
basin  clearing  program  which  included  tree 
removal,  shoreline  modification,  construction  of 
earthern  fishing  piers,  and  construction  of  fish 
congregators.  The  following  year  construction  of 
a  3,000  foot-long,  earthen  dam  and  associated 
concrete  spillway  structure  began.  This  was 
completed  in  the  fall  of  1975.  Day-use  area 
development  began  in  1976.  Future  develop¬ 
ment  will  include  family  and  youth  group  cam¬ 
pgrounds  and  additional  day-use  areas. 


THE  NATURAL  FEATURES 

Shabbona  Lake  lies  in  the  Octagon  Soil  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  is  characteristically  deep,  well- 
drained  upland  soil  on  moderate  to  strongly 
moderate  slopes.  A  large  percentage  of  the  land 
is  grass  cover,  reclaimed  from  croplands.  There 
are  also  upland  mesic  woods,  bottomland 


woods,  fens  and  seepage  areas  of  the  Grand 
Prairie  Section  of  the  Grand  Prairie  Natural  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Illinois.  There  are  two  significant  and 
relatively  undisturbed  natural  features  at  Shab- 
bona  Lake.  The  first  is  a  fen,  containing  sedges, 
cattail,  marsh  marigold,  horsetail,  skunk  cab¬ 
bage,  turtlehead,  iris,  blue  joint  grass,  and 
bulrush.  The  second  natural  feature  is  a  mesic, 
upland  woods  with  mature,  well-spaced  trees  in¬ 
cluding  sugar  maple,  basswood,  red  oak,  white 
oak,  walnut,  hackberry,  and  a  variety  of 
wildflowers. 


THE  UPPER  FISHING  AREA 

This  18-acre  area  offers  wildlife  observation, 
fishing  and  boating,  with  rowboats,  canoes  or 
electric  trolling  motors  only.  This  area  is  a  no¬ 
wake  zone.  See  map. 


THE  REFUGE  AREA 

As  a  resting  place  for  waterfowl,  this  seasonally 
zoned,  15-acre  area  will  allow  park  visitors  to 
view  rare  species  of  birds.  During  the  fall  migra¬ 
tion  period,  October  1  to  freeze-up,  boat  access 
and  bank  fishing  are  prohibited.  During  the  rest 
of  the  year,  bank  fishing,  rowboats,  canoes,  and 
electric  trolling  motors  are  allowed.  This  area  is 
a  no-wake  zone.  See  map. 


THE  LAKE  AND  FISH 

Upon  completion  of  the  dam,  on  August  26,  1975 
the  valve  was  closed  and  the  filling  of  the  318.8 
acre  impoundment  began.  The  lake  reached 
maximum  pool  stage  on  May  5,  1976.  Also  on 
August  26,  1975,  the  feeder  stream,  Indian 
Creek,  and  the  associated  minor  waterways  on 
Department  of  Conservation  property  were 
chemically  treated  to  remove  rough  fish.  Lake 
stocking  began  that  fall  with  the  introduction  of 
bluegill  and  largemouth  bass.  Stocking  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  spring  of  1976.  A  complete  list  of 
the  game  fish  stocked  is:  largemouth  bass, 
smallmouth  bass,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish,  rock 
bass,  black  crappie,  white  crappie,  black 
bullhead,  brown  bullhead,  channel  catfish, 
walleye,  and  tiger  muskie.  Since  the  channel 
catfish  and  walleye  will  not  reproduce  naturally 


in  Shabbona  Lake,  and  since  the  tiger  muskie  is 
a  sterile  hybrid,  these  species  will  be  stocked 
periodically.  Lake  access  is  available  at  the 
double-lane  launching  ramp  and  one  can  bank 
fish  from  all  areas.  The  park  was  purchased  with 
Dingle-Johnson  Funds,  a  Federal  Act  initiated  to 
provide  fishing  opportunities,  and  the  lake  will  be 
managed  with  fishing  opportunity  as  its  major 
objective. 

THE  FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Visitors  are  able  to  picnic  at  any  of 
the  three  major  picnic  areas  situated  along  the 
western  shore  of  the  lake.  Parking,  water  and 
sanitary  facilities  are  available.  There  are  also 
three  open  shelter  within  these  areas,  as  well  as 
a  regulation-size  baseball  diamond  and 
horseshoe  pits. 

Trails:  There  is  a  4.5  mile  cross-country  ski/hik¬ 
ing  trail  available  for  visitor  use,  as  well  as  a  7 
mile  snowmobile  trail.  Please  contact  the  park 
office  for  a  trail  brochure.  Another  interpretive 
and  nature  trail  one  is  able  to  enjoy  is  the 
“Touch  the  Earth”  trail.  A  cassette  tape  and 
special  brochure  guide  visitors  along  this  trail. 
The  tape  and  brochure  are  specially  geared  to 
groups  but  are  enjoyed  by  individuals  also.  The 
materials  for  this  trail  are  available  at  the  park 
office  upon  request. 

Winter  Sports:  Winter  activities  include  ice 
fishing,  cross-country  skiing,  snowmobiling,  ice 
skating  and  tobogganing. 

Concessions:  Concession  facilities  provide 
boat  rental,  some  bait  sales  and  snack  foods  on 
a  seasonal  basis. 

Hunting:  Hunting  is  allowed  on  a  limited  basis. 
Please  contact  the  park  office  for  further  details. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  will  not  be  admitted  to  any 
state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site 
superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the 
facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must 
have  adequate  supervision,  and  at  least  one 
responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group 
of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  leashed. 
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Most  sites  are  open  the  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods,  ac¬ 
cess  to  facilities  is  by  foot  only.  Shabbona 
Lake’s  summer  hours  of  operation  are  6:00  a.m. 
-  10:00  p.m.,  May  1  through  October  31.  The 
winter  hours  begin  November  1  through  April  30 
and  are  8:00  a.m.  to  sundown. 

Shabbona  Lake  State  Park  is  a  pilot  site  for  han¬ 
dicapped  accessibility  and  our  facilities  are 
totally  accessible  to  the  handicapped  and  elder¬ 
ly.  The  parking,  picnic  shelters,  water  fountains, 
sanitary  facilities  and  telephones  are  all  accessi¬ 
ble.  A  specially-designed  fishing  pier  is  also  ac¬ 
cessible  to  those  in  wheelchairs  and  others. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 


rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City: 
White  Pines  Forest  has  cabins  and  dining  rooms 
only,  and  Black  Hawk  has  dining  rooms  only. 
Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made  with 
lodge  managers. 

For  more  details  on  this  site,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  Shabbona  Lake  State  Park,  R.R. 
#1,  Box  120,  Shabbona,  IL  60550,  or  telephone 
815/824-2106.  For  information  on  other  Land 
and  Historic  Sites  facilities,  write  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation,  Land  and  Historic 
Sites,  524  S.  Second  St.,  Springfield,  IL  62706. 
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